Bering Sea Interior Tribal Commission Statement 
Department of the Interior’s Action to Rescind the Public Lands Rule Weakens Public Land Governance

DATE:  May 11, 2026
Today, the Trump Administration finalized its rescission of the Public Lands Rule also known as Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Conservation and Landscape Health Rule, eliminating much-needed modern safeguards for America’s public lands and ignoring the public’s clear opposition to this action. The decision advances an effort to weaken public land protections while prioritizing extractive industries, despite strong public support for conserving public lands and ensuring continued access.

The Tribal Commission is a consortium of forty-four federally recognized Tribes in Alaska, working in unity to protect our traditional ways of life by advocating for land use planning processes and natural resource management decisions that reflect our voices and values. The Tribal Commission and our member Tribes have engaged extensively in the Bureau’s planning processes for the Bering Sea-Western Interior and Central Yukon planning areas. Between the two planning areas, the Bureau manages over twenty-six million acres of land encompassing our member Tribes’ traditional homelands and areas that continue to sustain our subsistence-based ways of life. The Public Lands Rule solved many problems the Tribal Commission encountered with the public land management process governed by BLM.

The public response to the administration’s proposal to undo the BLM Lands Rule was decisive. More than 150,000 comments were submitted during the limited comment period for the rule rescission. An analysis revealed that an overwhelming 98 percent of comments urged the administration to retain the Public Lands Rule, including business owners, members of Congress, local elected leaders, former BLM officials, and Tribal organizations. 

As Chairman of Alaska’s Bering Sea Interior Tribal Commission (Tribal Commission) and its forty-four member Tribes, I write today to communicate the Tribal Commission’s strong opposition to rescinding the Public Lands Rule. The rule provided measures that significantly improved the BLM’s ability to govern its public lands - providing a meaningful role for Tribes in decision making and management of public lands, promoting the designation and protection of areas of critical environmental concern, and placing conservation on equal footing with other uses in the multiple use framework.

The Tribal Commission believes that the rule's provisions align with and echo established mandates for meaningful Tribal Consultation and the inclusion of Indigenous Knowledge in Bureau decisions. Additionally, the Tribal Commission urges the BLM to protect the requirement in the former rule that Indigenous knowledge be valued equally alongside other forms of information.

Tribal co-stewardship, a pathway for the Bureau to fulfill its trust obligation to Tribes in the management of public lands, is a concept – even without the rule - that should also be retained. The rule required the Bureau to consider whether the agency “can identify opportunities for co-stewardship with Tribes” and could serve as a way to increase land management efficacy for federal land management agencies. 

With Public Lands Rule rescission complete, the Commission insists that there must still be a meaningful role for Alaska’s 229 Tribes in decision making and management of public lands in our state. The BLM, like all federal agencies, has a trust responsibility to Tribes and is mandated to engage in meaningful government-to-government consultation when making decisions that may affect Tribal interests. 

The Tribal Commission calls on the Bureau of Land Management to honor its trust responsibility and maintain robust, government-to-government collaboration with Alaska Native Tribes, ensuring that Indigenous Knowledge and co-stewardship remain central to land management, even in the absence of this rule. We will continue to advocate for the protection of our traditional homelands, subsistence ways of life, and the meaningful inclusion of Tribal voices in all future planning processes. The conservation of these vital public lands is not just a policy preference, but a necessity for our culture and future generations.
